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QUASIMEME 

Would like to wish all their participants a VERY
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Quasimeme Project Office

Joint venture of WEPAL and QUASIMEME in 2011
Accreditation:
From the 1st of January 2011 onwards, the QUASIMEME programme will be part of WEPAL (Wageningen Evaluating Programmes for Analytical Laboratories). WEPAL is accredited for the organisation of Interlaboratory Studies by the Dutch Accreditation Council RvA since April 26, 2000. The accreditation is based on the ILAC requirements (Guidelines for the requirements for the competence of providers of proficiency testing schemes, ILAC – G13:2007. WEPAL consists of 5 different proficiency testing programmes: IPE, ISE, SETOC, MARSEP and BIMEP, which covers the plant, soil, sediment, manure and biomass programmes. QUASIMEME will be added as a separate programme into the WEPAL programme. From a practical point of view, this means that the staff members of both WEPAL and QUASIMEME organisations will be joined together. QUASIMEME will make use of all accredited WEPAL procedures where possible. QUASIMEME specific procedures such as sample preparation of  e.g. biota and water samples and the data-assessment procedures will be added to the WEPAL quality system. Participants of the QUASIMEME schemes will notice no changes in our services. The QUASIMEME guide, reports, lab specific files and the new data submission forms  and statistics will remain unchanged. There is also no change to the contact persons (namely, Ann-Marie and Steven). WEPAL also makes use of the Cofino statistics which have been accepted by the Dutch Accreditation Board. The new data submission forms were already developed in a cooperation between WEPAL and QUASIMEME. Bram Eijgenraam will be the manager of the new organisation of WEPAL and QUASIMEME. He will be responsible for all 6 programmes. As a result of this joint venture we hope to improve the quality of all our programmes and our service to our clients. We are confident that this united front will lead to a more efficient organisation and hopefully will also lead to lower costs of the exercises in the future. Finally, we hope to be accredited for most of the QUASIMEME exercises very soon. The Dutch Accreditation Council RvA plan to visit WEPAL in February 2011.  During these visits Quasimeme will be assessed. Quasimeme will keep all members up to date of all developments with respect to the accreditation. 

[image: image5.png]
[image: image2.png]



Anonymity at Quasimeme

Quasimeme has received queries regarding our allocated labcodes and temporary labcodes. All participants are given a labcode when they join Quasimeme. During the data assessment each lab is given a temporary labcode to ensure anonymity of results. This temporary labcode can be seen from your lab specific files which are uploaded to your personal sharepoint site after assessment.

Round 64 Dispatch
Round 64  dispatch will begin on Monday 17th January 2011.  Please ensure your subscription form is completed and sent to the QPO by the end of 2010.


Changes in Exercises/Templates
QPO announces changes to the following LPS:

AQ-7

May cease. This decision will be finalised after Round 65. The reason AQ-7 may cease is poor interest in the exercise.

BE-1 may cease. Quasimeme is organising a Workshop that is planned for June 2011 which will include the exercise itself. Quasimeme will keep the invitation to this workshop open for as long as possible. (see link under the heading Workshops)
DOC
DOC began initially as a pilot and QPO have noticed a very high interest in this sample.  Quasimeme would like to continue running DOC as a separate exercise. The introduction of this sample was provided free to observe the interest in this sample. Due to the high demand QPO will continue with this sample but at a charge. For those participants who wish to combine DOC with AQ-1, AQ-2 QPO will offer the DOC with the order of AQ-1, AQ-2 at a reduced fee. Participants must subscribe using the application form. The DOC sample will be known as AQ-14. A new template will be set up on your sharepoint site for your data results.
BT-1 

Methyl Mercury determinand to be added to BT-1 template.
AQ-11 Test Material

Quasimeme held its annual SAG meeting on 7th and 8th September 2010.  A discussion was held regarding the determination of pheophytin a in the first place and b and c pigments in the future. The pheopigments will remain as they are but the question discussed was if Quasimeme offered to add separate pheopigment compounds in seawater would laboratories be prepared to report these results separately. Please note that if low results are given Quasimeme will stop with these compounds.  QPO have received some feedback and if you have not already informed us of your thoughts please let us know by e-mail at quasimeme@wur.nl  
At the request of the Advisory Board, WEPAL/QUASIMEME will add perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS), to its sediment and biota test material parameters. We are also intending to add dioxin-like or planar CBs and alkylated PAHs in both, sediment and biota. This, in reply to an OSPAR request in support of the coordinated environmental monitoring programme or CEMP. These parameters are currently in what is called the pre-CEMP and one of the requirements for making them mandatory CEMP parameters is the availability of adequate QA/QC. With this initiative, QUASIMEME hopes to support further development of the OSPAR monitoring efforts. Would you please give some feedback to the Quasimeme Project Office about this topic.

New Study/PT Scheme
Learning exercise on chloroparafffin analysis

Following a successful workshop on the analysis of chlorinated paraffins, plans are being made for a stepwise-designed interlaboratory study on the analysis of this contaminant group. Chlorinated paraffins are characterised by a high degree of complexity. The pattern found in the technical mixture is different from that in biota and sediment samples. Standards are available for some individual congeners, but these seem not to be the correct ones. Given the high degree of difficulty and the need to determine chloroparaffins for e.g. the Water Framework Directive, QUASIMEME plans further work on this group of contaminants. The exercise will in principle consist of a first round in which just an unknown solution will be compared with a CP solution of known concentration. Thereafter recommendations on possible improvements for a clean extract to be sent around, followed by an uncleaned extract, to end up finally with real samples of fish and sediment. It is hoped that with this model, which was successful in the past for other complex mixtures, a better comparison between laboratories can be obtained. Information on costs and dates will follow soon.  The application deadline has been extended.
http://www.quasimeme.org/gfx_content/documents/QUASIMEME%20Interlaboratory%20StudyCPs%20flyer.doc 

Quasimeme is considering introducing a seawater PT scheme for BTEX with a certain concentration range.  Please give QPO feedback if you are interested in such a PT scheme. 

Training in analysis of Imposex/intersex, Wageningen June 2011. 
The BE-1 Workshop planed for June 2011 has places remaining. Please see our website for further information. The link is 

http://www.quasimeme.org/gfx_content/documents/Workshop%20invitation%20letter.doc  

Data Submission
All laboratory specific files can be downloaded direct from your sharepoint site. QPO is working towards a reduce paper policy and we realise that Reports with the Quasimeme logo are essential for analysis history. Please give the QPO your feedback if hard copy Reports are preferable to downloading the Reports from the Sharepoint Site.

. 
Round 63

The deadline for R63 results is 30th January.

 
Cheques for Payment

Quasimeme (and the Wageningen University) no longer can accept cheques for payment of invoices. Please inform your accounts department to use bank transfers or credit cards where necessary. The administration costs are extremely high for a cheque and the WUR/Quasimeme can no longer facilitate payments made by cheque.  Cheques received from now on will incur administration charges that will be borne by the participant. Our apologies for any inconvenience this may cause.

ICES Results
A separate folder will be available on your sharepoint site to upload your ICES results. This sub-site is at present in the development stages. ICES will accept your data results on a disc. E-mailing your results will not be acceptable.  A further announcement will follow shortly once the new subsite is up and running.

Please circulate this newsletter to interested  colleagues.

Requests for further information, comments or contributions to: 

QUASIMEME Project office

E-mail:quasimeme@wur.nl

www.quasimeme.org 
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