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Quasimeme Project Office
The new Data Submission System has been in the air for some time now. General feedback is positive. We had teething problems from the beginning which is normal when setting up a system. Although some institutes had log in problems, we gradually were able to solve these. There are one or two remaining institutes which we are trying to help gain access. Certain Institutes have extremely high firewalls and this, we noticed brought about login difficulties. Participants found logging in through Firefox helped, changing proxy settings on their computer and others have logged in from home. We would like to thank you all for your patience and co-operation. 
For those laboratories who still are encountering login problems without notifying us please can you inform us as soon as possible? QPO would like all participants to be able to login to their sharepoint sites successfully.
Some tips for your sharepoint site:

Please note that the database calculates with "-" (minus) so if you fill in your submission form using the < (less than key) it will automatically change to – (minus). You do not need to change or make amendments to this.
Once you have uploaded your data results and wish to have a paper copy you can print out your data results for your records by right hand clicking on the form on your screen and click print.  

All feedback on the new Data Submission System is greatly received by the QPO.


Data Submission
Participants in Round 61 please note that the deadline for submission of data is 30th July 2010.

Please upload your data using the new Data Submission System. Once the deadline has expired you will not be able to enter any data in your template.  You can always request a Z-score certificate for after deadline submitted data.
Test Material Distribution
Round 62

Round 62 test materials will be dispatched from Wageningen, the Netherlands in the week beginning 12 July. Please notify QPO if there are any changes to your order or change of contact name on dispatch label due to holidays etc.
If you have subscribed to any of the above studies and have not received your test materials within one week of the dispatch date, or if your test materials arrive damaged, please contact QUASIMEME. We will then arrange to send replacements.
All test materials are in good condition and securely packed when they leave Wageningen.  Please report any missing or damaged packages promptly, but at best within two weeks and retain any damaged package as the couriers may require proof of damage. Responses after this two week period will not automatically result in a free dispatch of new samples. 
The data submission form and protocols for these studies can be found on the sharepoint site.
Reports
Lab specific Files from Round 52 onwards can be found on the sharepoint site. If electronic files for previous rounds are requested please contact the QPO.

ICES Results
There is presently no ICES link on your sharepoint site. We are working on creating a similar procedure as before. To report your ICES results please send an e-mail with the zipped data result file directly to: accessions@ices.dk The files must be sent in the *.txt* or *.asc* format and identified by the ICES analytical laboratory code. For example, if the lab code is “NSLS” and the exercise data results are for 863 and 860 then it is best to zip them in a file called “NSLS.zip” which would contain files 863AK147.asc and 860AK135.asc and e-mail them to above mentioned e-mail address.

Workshops

Training in analysis of Imposex/intersex, Wageningen June 2011. 
During the workshop introductory lectures on imposex and intersex will be given and sufficient material will be available to test. Apart from the standard BE-1 species Nucella lapillus and Littorina littorea there will be other species available. Participants are also encouraged to bring their own local sample species of interest. The workshop will end with a ‘ringtest’ on Nucella and Littorina being conducted. This will replace the normal BE-1 exercise. Please inform QPO before September 2010 if you wish to participate in this 2011 workshop.

Test Materials
Learning exercise on chloroparafffin analysis

Following a successful workshop on the analysis of chlorinated paraffins, plans are being made for a stepwise-designed interlaboratory study on the analysis of this contaminant group. Chlorinated paraffins are characterised by a high degree of complexity. The pattern found in the technical mixture is different from that in biota and sediment samples. Standards are available for some individual congeners, but these seem not to be the correct ones. Given the high degree of difficulty and the need to determine chloroparaffins for e.g. the Water Framework Directive, QUASIMEME plans further work on this group of contaminants. The exercise will in principle consist of a first round in which just an unknown solution will be compared with a CP solution of known concentration. Thereafter recommendations on possible improvements for a clean extract to be sent around, followed by an uncleaned extract, to end up finally with real samples of fish and sediment. It is hoped that with this model, which was successful in the past for other complex mixtures, a better comparison between laboratories can be obtained. Information on costs and dates will follow soon.
The  BS-1 exercise will be split in two rounds in 2011. One round for Biota and one for Sediment. If you are interested please contact the QPO. Participants who already subscribe to BS-1 will be notified separately.
QPO is looking for laboratories to work with us in our search for mussels contaminated with Organotins, PCBs, OCBs and PAHs. 
We urgently need new mussel samples with measurable concentrations of the given determinands.  If you are interested in providing Quasimeme with these mussels please contact us regarding details. If you have already done so there is no need to e-mail us again. We have your details on record.
The DOC sample provided in AQ-1 and AQ-2 test materials is available separately to order. Please contact the QPO for further information.
Quasimeme is considering introducing a freshwater fish sample with higher concentration levels (for example PCDF’s, PCDD’s) in biota (BT-3) contamination into its programme. Please can you offer us feedback if you would be interested in this sample? 

Please circulate this newsletter to interested  colleagues.

Requests for further information, comments or contributions to: 

QUASIMEME Project office

E-mail:quasimeme@wur.nl

www.quasimeme.org 
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