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Quasimeme Project Office
It is our pleasure to introduce the new Quasimeme 2010 brochure which will now run as a yearly brochure replacing the old split year brochure.

http://www.quasimeme.org/gfx_content/documents/quasimeme%20guide%202010.pdf. 
You will note that the brochure’s format is changed. Please read carefully all sections relevant to your laboratory and note any changes regarding timetable and determinand groups.  We will no longer work with the previous split year brochure. When placing your order at Quasimeme please take into consideration the increase in test material and handling fees. 
Exercises not running this year due to lack of participation are:

BT-5,  DE-11, DE-12, DE-13
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Dispatch

Dispatch of Round 60 will be on 18th January 2010 for test materials : AQ-1, AQ-2,MS-1, MS-2, MS-3, MS-6, BT-1, BT-2, BT-3, BT-4, BT-8, BS-1.
Data Submission
Quasimeme will launch a new datasubmission system shortly. We are in the final last tests with Round 59 data and if all goes well we will launch our new system in readiness for Round 60 data results.
We will notify you of the exact date. The new system will enable participants to upload their data directly onto their sharepoint site thus eliminating the old Quest system. You will also be able to access your laboratory’s past performances. The datasubmission system will be open to participants right up to the deadline date for any changes you wish to make.  After this deadline it will be no longer accessible for changes and the Quasimeme Project Office cannot make these changes for you. A Z-score certificate will always be available for late participants. We would appreciate any comments or suggestions you may have when using the new system.

Round 59 Information
Participants in Round 59. AQ-3, AQ-4, AQ-11, BT-7 and DE-10 are reminded that the deadline for receipt of their data is 30th January 2010.
Please upload your data to the QUASIMEME Sharepoint site on time in the usual manner unless we notify you of the new system upgrade.  Any data received after the deadline may not be included in the Assessment. Please upload your data to the ‘Data Entry’ of the sharepoint site and not to any other location. If you encounter problems uploading your data please contact the Quasimeme Project Office. 
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Announcements

Quasimeme is considering introducing a freshwater fish sample with higher concentration levels (for example PCDF’s, PCDD’s) in biota (BT-3) contamination into its programme. Please can you offer us feedback if you would be interested in this sample.
QPO is looking for laboratories to work with us in our search for mussels contaminated with Organotins, PCBs, OCBs and PAHs.
We urgently need new mussel samples with measurable concentrations of the given determinands.  If you are interested in providing Quasimeme with these mussels please contact us regarding details.
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It has been brought to Quasimeme’s attention that some laboratories would prefer to use different filters for the AQ-11 (chlorophyll) test.  We would be willing to change these filters but in turn it would be more costly to the participant.  Quasimeme therefore decided to use the more commonly used GF/f filters as recommended by Grasshoff.   If you have any information you would like to add to this or other questions you may have please feel free to contact the QPO at any time.
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Quasimeme may split the 2011 BS-1 exercise in two rounds. One round for Biota and one for Sediment. Participants who have already subscribed to BS-1 in 2010 will be notified separately.  All other interested participants are asked to contact the QPO.
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The DOC sample provided in AQ-1 and AQ-2 test materials is available separately to order. Please contact the QPO for further information.
Reports
The reports for Round 57 and Round 58 are now on your sharepoint site. You should have received your report in the post. 
Workshops

The analysis of Chlorinated Paraffins, Ostend, Belgium 18-19 March 2010
Training in analysis of Imposex/intersex. Date to be found. We are in communication with involved laboratories to find a suitable date.
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Please circulate this newsletter, and display it on your notice board. Requests for further information, comments or contributions to: 

QUASIMEME Project office

E-mail:
quasimeme@wur.nl

www.quasimeme.org 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR













QUASIMEME – Quality Assurance of Information for Marine Environmental Monitoring


