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QUASIMEME PROJECT OFFICE CHANGE OF STAFF

It is our pleasure to introduce two new members to the Quasimeme Project Office. 

Ann-Marie Ryan has taken over the tasks from Monique Jansen. Ann-Marie joined us last year having worked in the Water and Climate Department with a professor and his team at the Wageningen University for four years. Monique has a new job in a commercial business.
Michiel Kotterman replaces Peter Korytar from Wageningen, IMARES. Michiel studied at the Wageningen University and did his PhD on PAH degradation by white-rot fungi. He is heavily involved in monitoring programmes such as JAMP mussels and flounder (part of OSPAR data into ICES) in salt-water. He joined Quasimeme late last year. Peter will stay correspondently involved with Quasimeme.

NEWS
WEPAL

We are pleased to announce that Quasimeme and WEPAL will in 2009 work alongside one another. This merge will provide an improved service to participants, more knowledge and most importantly Quasimeme will follow as much of the WEPAL procedures as possible to speed our goal to be accredited . The accreditation board will visit Quasimeme in October this year and with this joint venture our PT Scheme should be accredited.
Quasimeme Webpage and Sharepoint Site Updates

Quasimeme has a new webpage. You will see the logo of WEPAL soon on our webpage. The improvements to the webpage are still in the early stages of development and we are striving to make it a more user friendly webpage. You will also note soon the improvements made to the sharepoint site.  An announcement will be made when it is finalised. 
We are looking into an “alert announcement” feature to enable participants to receive an alert when our webpage or sharepoint site is updated. Participants will need to set this up on their own computers. If you think this is a helpful suggestion please inform the Quasimeme Project Office.


Custom Changes in the Netherlands

Please note that the regulations at Customs at Schiphol Airport have been changed. You will see that the dispatch labels have changed. If you have any queries or changes you wish to make to your delivery contact details e.g. name and/or address please inform the Quasimeme Project Office.

Quasimeme Quest Programme

We are striving to improve our data assessment programme. Participants have difficulties sometimes with Quest especially in combination with VISTA. We are working on a new programme to eliminate these problems and make uploading data for assessment much quicker and easier.  We expect the new system will be available early in the Summer of 2009. A draft version will be tested as soon as possible by some participants.
Paper

A Quality standards waterframework directive paper on Sediment monitoring and the European Water Framework Directive has been written.
Jos Brils, Deltares, Utrecht, The Netherlands http://www.iss.it/binary/publ/cont/218%20-%20%20ANN_08_31%20Brils.1224495496.pdf  

WORKSHOPS
PFCs

Some time has elapsed since the Quasimeme Project Office organised any workshops.   In October this year a workshop will be held organised by our IVM colleagues Stefan van Leeuwen and Jacob de Boer in cooperation with Quasimeme. A 2-day workshop is planned in Amsterdam on Perfluorinated Compounds in environmental samples (water, biota, sediment and sewage sludge). Before the workshop is held, a proficiency test will be organised in cooperation with the Norman network of reference laboratories for monitoring emerging environmental pollutants and the IVM in Amsterdam. Those members who have already subscribed to this proficiency test do not need to subscribe again. You are already on the list of subscribers. 
PAHs and Alkylated-PAHs

In December 2009 a workshop is also planned in cooperation with FRS (Linda Webster) Aberdeen, UK and IVM (Jacob de Boer and Jan-Willem Wegener), Amsterdam, the Netherlands. The workshop will be given on both PAHs and alkylated-PAHs. Preceding the workshop, alkylated-PAHs will also be part of the parameters to be measured within the BT-4 exercise in round 58 (which starts in July).  This exercise will be part of the next programme year 14, Quasimeme 2009. 

INVITATION

3rd Interlaboratory Study on Perfluorinated Compounds in Water, Fish and Sludge

We are pleased to announce the 3rd International Interlaboratory Study (ILS) on Perfluorinated Compounds (PFCs) in environmental samples. The 1st PFC ILS (2005) showed that intercomparability of analytical results for fish and water was relatively poor, emphasising the need for further analytical improvements
. A follow-up study (2007) showed that accurate and precise analysis of PFCs in water and fish is feasible if several critical steps in the analysis are properly addressed, e.g. the use of high quality native standards and multiple mass labelled internal standards
. This third study is organised in collaboration with QUASIMEME (www.QUASIMEME.org) and the NORMAN network of reference laboratories for monitoring emerging environmental pollutants (www.norman-network.net). 

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this study are in supporting laboratories to assess accuracy and consistency of their methods and to compare their performance with colleagues worldwide. A water and a fish sample will be distributed, similar to earlier studies. In addition (and for the first time), a sewage sludge test material will be distributed. 

Participants
The study is open for participants from commercial, academic and regulatory laboratories

Study Design
Laboratories are asked to analyse at least PFOS and PFOA in the samples. In addition, laboratories may wish to analyse and submit data on other perfluorocarboxylic acids (PFCAs), perfluorinated sulfonates (PFSAs) and (substituted) perfluorooctane sulphonamide (PFOSA). 

The submitted data will be statistically analysed and z-scores will be calculated and reported. At the moment of data submission, participants are asked to provide a short description of methods used (e.g. extraction and clean-up conditions, use of internal standards). This allows a more in-depth analysis of the submitted data.

Test Materials
· Water sample. 500 mL freshwater filtrated over 63 µm filters to remove particles and stored in a high-density polyethylene (HDPE) bottle.

· Fish tissue sample. Approx. 65 gram fish muscle tissue. The homogenised tissue will be provided in a glass jar. The material has been sterilised. 

· Sewage sludge sample. A dried and homogenised sewage sludge sample.

· Standard solution. An ampoule with a standard solution containing 17 PFCs is kindly provided by Wellington Laboratories (www.well-labs.com).  

All environmental samples are naturally contaminated (i.e. no additional spiking took place in the preparation phase). The samples will be sent to the laboratories by courier. Detailed instructions on how to store and treat the samples and how to report the data will be sent with the sample shipment.

Timetable 2009
January

Announcement and invitation

15 February
Deadline for registration

March

Shipment of samples


15 June

Deadline for returning results

1 September
Draft report

November
Final report

Participation Fee
The participation fee is € 950. This covers the preparation of the samples, transportation costs, statistical evaluation of the submitted data and a report describing the study approach and results, including suggestions for improvement. Each laboratory will receive their z-scores.  

How to subscribe?
If you are interested in joining this study, you are kindly asked to contact Mrs. Ike van der Veen at Ike.van.der.veen@ivm.falw.vu.nl or tel. +31 20 598 4044.

Workshop On Pfc Analysis
The QUASIMEME organisation frequently organises workshops on analytical aspects of contaminants. Previous workshops have been a valuable platform 
for exchange of analytical information, both for beginning and experienced laboratories (please refer to www.QUASIMEME.org for reports on earlier workshops). A 2-day workshop on the analysis of PFCs in environmental matrices is scheduled for October 2009 in Amsterdam
Round 56 AQ-1, AQ-2, MS-1, MS-2, MS-3, MS-6, BT-1, BT-2, BT-4, BT-8 and DE-13 deadline for return of data is 30th April 2009.

Reports

The reports for Round 54: AQ-1, AQ-2, MS-1, MS-2, MS-3, MS-6, BT-1, BT-2, BT-3, and BS-1 were placed on the sharepoint site on 19th December 2008
The reports for Round 55 will be placed on the sharepoint site in week 7.
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