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QUASIMEME stands for Quality Assurance of Information
for Marine Environmental Monitoring. At the heart of the
programme is a holistic learn-by-doing spiral. The routine
laboratory performance studies provide the basis of external
quality assurance for institutes that make regular chemical
measurements in the marine environment.

QUASIMEME supports laboratories with:
* External Quality Assurance

* Accreditation

* Evidence of laboratory competence

* Quality of environmental data

QUASIMEME is more than a proficiency testing scheme.

The holistic approach to Quality Assurance provides:

* Confidential information on laboratory performance

* Natural test materials of relevant matrices with
determinands at realistic concentrations

» Wet biota and sediment homogenates with full evidence of
homogeneity

* Full statistical assessment, performance summary sheets
and exercise reports

* Development exercises for new or difficult analyses

» Workshops for discussion and improvement in
methodology

* Helpdesk

* QUASIMEME workshops, newsletters and conferences

QUASIMEME is an interactive scheme. Participants can
request specific determinands and matrices for inclusion in
the programme, make suggestions for development exercises
and workshop topics.

Participation in QUASIMEME has been shown to improve the
performance of laboratories.

Quasimeme has become a member of the PT-WFD network
(www.pt-wfd.eu)

QUASIMEME operates under the guidelines provided in
the ISO / IEC guide 43-1: 1996 (E) for the development
and operation of proficiency testing schemes and in the
Guidelines for the Requirements for the Competence of

Providers of Proficiency Testing Schemes: ILAC-G13: 2000.

Determinand Groups

A wide range of determinands including nutrients,
trace metals, organics (e.g PCBs, OCPs) and
Brominated Flame Retardants are offered at
environmentally relevant concentrations, in
homogeneous test materials of natural seawater,
biota and sediment. Exercises are normally
conducted twice per annum with a minimum of
two test materials for each exercise. Data from the
laboratories analysis are assessed electronically by
QUASIMEME.

Data Assessment

The results are assessed against the assigned value
for that determinand to obtain a z-score. A detailed
report of performance and a summary report of the
whole exercise is provided for each participant.
The specific results of each participant are also
provided. All data remains confidential.

Performance Studies

The routine laboratory performance studies
provide the basis for the external quality
assurance for institutes that make regular
analytical measurements. The output from these
studies is reviewed annually by the International
Scientific Assessment Group, which comprises
of experts in each of the main areas of the
QUASIMEME programme. From the review it
is possible to identify areas which would benefit
from more detailed studies. These improvement
programmes may be initiated through a workshop
and with a series of Development Exercises to
provide detailed tuition, information and test
materials tailored to the specific needs of the
problem.
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